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Church of the Nazarene          Rocky Mountain District 
NMI & NDI Joint Convention 

 
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring Good News.”  
         Isaiah 52:7 

Schedule for the Day 
 

Opening Prayer 

NMI Welcome 

NDI Welcome 

Worship Songs 

NDI Annual Report  /  NDI Voting 

NMI Links Report 

Dr. Bill Kwon’s Presentation 

Break 

NDI Children’s Report / Camp / Kids Quizzing 

NMI Deputation Report 

NDI Women’s Ministry Report 

NDI Voting Results 

NMI President’s Report 

NMI Wind River Christmas Project Report 

NMI Voting 

NMI Mission Call Coordinator Report 

NDI Treasurer’s Report 

NMI Treasurer’s Report 

Laramie Connections (NCM) 

Lunch / Free Will Offering / Worship Music 

NMI Voting Results / NMI Revote if needed 

NYI President’s Greetings 

NMI Report Encouraging Children and Youth 

NDI Numbers Reporting / NDI Election Results / NDI Revoting if needed 

NMI Voting Results from Revote 

NMI President’s Challenge for 2022-23 

Worship Songs / Closing Prayer 
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District NMI President’s Report for 2021-22    -    JoAnn Hirning 
 
The challenge given for this past convention year was “Stepping Out In Faith”, to step out of 
your comfort zone and serve the Lord by serving others. 
 
This past year has gone by so quickly and as I reflect on it, I wonder, “what have I 
accomplished as your district NMI president over the past 12 months?”. These are a few 
things that come to mind: 

 Boxed up all the loose Crisis Care Kits from last year and taped all the boxes in 
preparation for their shipment to Nampa. Thanks to Sonya Craven for getting us the 
banana boxes and to the teens at Laurel who helped with the packing, and to DS 
Skinner for getting them to their destination. Thank you Laurel COTN for letting me 
store those boxes at church. 

 Produced the monthly NMI newsletter, Mission Moments, and sent it out to all the 
churches as well as posting it on the district NMI Rocky Mountain District FaceBook 
page. 

 Continued a daily update to the district NMI FaceBook page. 
 Started the Partners in Prayer for Pastors at noon every Monday. Set your phone 

alarm as a reminder to pray for your pastor and the pastors of RMD. Thanks to 
Debbie Diercks (Laurel) for suggesting this project. 

 Answered many enquiries from various churches seeking resources. 
 Attended the RMD Leadership Retreat in Red Lodge. It was a great time and I was 

able to fellowship with other district leaders. 
 Attended many zoom calls. The district NMI council met 4 times during the year. I met 

with NDI council as well, and twice with the joint convention planning committee. I 
also attended 2 Global NMI zoom meetings which were held to replace the District 
Leadership Conference. The DLC to be held in Washington D.C. was cancelled. The 
district NMI council opted to send the funds ($2000) set aside for the DLC to help with 
refugee aid at the Poland/Ukraine border. Also held a zoom call training for local NMI 
presidents. 

 Attended Rejoice. Thanks teens for collecting hand towels for the CCKs. 
 Organized the Wind River Christmas Project with the assistance of Pastor Bryce 

Roberts II. 
 Arranged the tour for our Links missionary, Dr. Bill Kwon, which will start on the 

Monday following District Assembly. 
 Arranged two tours for missionaries on home assignment this fall, with the help of 

Rev. James Johnson. We will welcome Floyd Cunningham and the Ackermans, both 
from the Asia Pacific Region. 

 Packaged up all the 150 beanie babies received from Bethany Aznoe’s grandmother’s 
estate to give away to churches for use in CCKs. 

 Had many meetings with Pastor Matt Tygart (NDI) in planning of our joint 
convention and then weeks of preparation. 
 
I want to thank all the churches for their heart for missions. Because of your 
generous giving our district was able to exceed its WEF goal and give to many 
approved mission specials as well.   
 
Our WEF goal (5.5% of total reported income) $157,690.08   
 
Total  Amount Given to WEF     $188,046.99  
 

Praise God. 
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LINKS Missionaries Report 

 
It has been a pleasure having our two LINKS Missionaries, Dr Friberg and Dr Bill 
Kwon for the past three years. This year, we will meet new LINKS Missionaries and 
experience exciting new ways of working with them.   
 
Why? we may ask. Here is why? 
   

 Within the 269 District Contact Points, in the last three years, 152 missionaries 
went off contract and only 117 came on contract.  

 Links alone is not enough. The program is too small and restrictive to 
efficiently care for all Nazarene missionaries.  

 47% of the Districts in USA/CA had one or more assignment changes, almost 
half of the assignments had changes?   

 Allow or make a way to do more in terms of care for missionaries in alignment 
with the Mission Project.  

 
Hence, the umbrella CARE & CONNECTION came into being.  
 
CARE covers Missions Projects. It addresses the following: 

1. Exploration of The Call on individuals lives as they feel led into missions. 
2. NMI facilitates interviews with church boards and missionary candidates. 
3. District-wide ‘Sending and Affirmation’ services for missionaries as they 

prepare to go to the field. 
4. Districts emphasize deputation and speaking engagements for missionaries 

sent from their district as well as the ones Linked to them. 
5. Praying for ALL Nazarene missionaries. 
6. Celebrating the commissioning of those missionaries who have been cared for 

by NMI through each step of their call. 
7. Welcoming missionaries who are transitioning or retiring as they return from 

the field. 
 
CONNECTION covers global connection for ALL Nazarene missionaries. NMI’s goal 
is to connect every district or field with every type of missionary: 
~ Sponsored  
~  Global 
~ Retired          
  
CONNECTION Links addresses the following: 

1. The cycle length will follow the calendar year (January – December) 
2. Each District/Field will automatically be connected to SENT missionaries from 

their district/field. 
3. In addition, each District/Field will be assigned ONE globally deployed 

missionary. 
4. All financial gifts will go through the Deputation Account. 
5. All personal gifts will be processed directly between the missionary and the 

giver. Tax laws and procedures will be the responsibility of the giver and 
missionary. 

6. Each Global missionary will have an assignment that will rotate around the six 
regions every cycle. 

 



4 

 

Now, when is this supposed to happen?  What is the Implementation Plan? 
 
In January, District Presidents and missionaries were informed of changes and plan 
to roll-out the new changes across the regions.   
 
The hope was to have assignments communicated to both missionaries and 
Districts/Fields of their assignments in May 2022; New Links program and 
assignments to go into effect in July 2022; and the 12-month cycle begins January 
2024 and will continue on the 12-month cycle from there-on.  
 
Delays have been experienced due to getting things translated and sent to the 
missionaries. Know that they are working hard to get the Links assignments finished 
and get them out.  With that in mind, we look forward to getting new Links 
assignments to Rocky Mountain District in July! 
 
How can you/we help? 
 
PRAY, PRAY & PRAY.  Get excited for the new ways God is using our district to 
connect with missionaries across the globe and communicate the new process to our 
brothers and sisters at our home churches.   
         

   Lily Moore, NMI District Council 

 

District Deputation Report         James Johnson 

 
Deputation - definition.   

 NOUN 

a group of people appointed to undertake a mission or take part in a formal process on behalf of a 
larger group. 

Periodically missionaries leave their place of assignment and return to their home country for a 
furlough and conduct Deputation Services to give report of their work and to raise funds to support 
the ministry.  A century ago the frequency of their return may have been measured in decades and 
the duration of travel may have taken months, depending on their location.   

By mid 20th century, furloughs were reduced to about every 4 years with one year in the 
missionary’s home country.  Deputation services were scheduled in 

local churches; missionaries participated in camp meetings, 
youth camps and zone rallies.  There were even coast-to-

coast mission rallies where several missionaries went 
from zone rally to zone rally, night after night in a 

different location crossing the continent.  
Missionaries Don Owens, Harmon Schmelzenbach 
and HT Reza conducted one of these team tours and 
each of the three spoke at every rally, alternating 
who would preach first.  Again the purpose was, as 
deputies of all missionaries, to report to the church 

of the mission they were assigned and to share the 
story, raise prayer support and financial resources and 

to push forward the mission. 

    

Today, missionaries no longer go 
ƻƴ άŦǳǊƭƻǳƎƘέΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴΣ 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ŀ άƘƻƳŜ 
ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘέΦ  DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
missionaries may spend two years 
at their mission and then are 
given a 3-month home 
assignment or some other flex 
schedule. 
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Due to technology that makes it possible to work remotely, most missionaries today are able to 
continue to work and provide leadership, counsel, encouragement, and fulfill their missionary role 
while on “home assignment” on the other side of the world.   

Starbucks and McDonalds were, only a few years ago, a frequent stop for traveling missionaries due 
to the free Internet they provided.  Today, their mobile office can be accessed at 75 MPH from the 
middle of nowhere, provided they have cell coverage. 

Although technology has changed communication from the days when letters took months to arrive, 
to the telex, then FAX, then email and now texting and Zoom, the mission has not changed.   

We still need missionaries to come and share the story, solicit our prayers and challenge us to give 
to the greater cause of missions. 

To accomplish this we invite missionaries who are on their home assignment to come and share 
with us.  Each missionary who crisscrosses our vast district is not only telling their story but they 
are deputies telling the story of all missionaries, most of whom, are presently at their mission 
assignment location. 

Our three core values as a Church of the Nazarene are “We are a Christian Church”, “We are a 
Holiness Church” and “We are a Missional Church”.   

Like the three legs of a stool, remove one and the stool has compromised its value.  Missions have 
always been an essential part of who we are as a denomination.  From the beginning we have given 
our sons and daughters to be sent out to serve as missionaries around the world.   

For over 100 years we have sacrificially given from the wages we earned by the sweat of our brow 
so that our missionaries could fulfill their call to go and serve.  As they go and serve in their new 
world, we stay and support from ours. 

From time to time we have the incredible opportunity to see these two worlds meet. Their coming 
helps us to understand that their stories are also our stories because we are partners together with 
them as the sending church.   

The more their story can be told, the stronger our partnership becomes and the more firm our Core 
Value of Missions remains.   

There is no greater way to strengthen our church in missions than to hear, in person, from those we 
have sent.  Every church, regardless of size, financial ability or location, should make it a priority to 
schedule at least one missionary EVERY year.   

This past year we had Monte Cyr tour our district as well as Tim Stearns and other missionaries 
brought in by local churches.  It is encouraging to see individual churches host missionaries to aid 
in their missionary endeavors.  I would like to emphasize that your church can extend an invitation 
to host a Nazarene missionary at any time by doing so through Nazarene.org website.   

The generosity of those 15 churches in 2021-2022 provided $28,038 towards their mission efforts 
through deputation offerings.  Thank you for sharing in their mission. 

This coming year our Rocky Mountain District is privileged to have Dr. Bill Kwon (June 20- July 10), 
Dr. Floyd Cunningham (from September 25 – October 2) and the Dr. David Ackerman family (from 
October 2 - 12) give a deputation report to our churches.   (See the following schedule).  These are 
top tier, highly successful missionaries and will bring a benefit to your church.  Please show your 
support by sharing in their experience, listen to their stories, pray with them and for them, and give 
generously to their support. 
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When a missionary is coming to our district: 

*  Don’t let the number of people they may encounter deter you from scheduling them. 

*  Don’t let the remoteness of your location tell you that you shouldn’t invite them. 

*  Don’t let the day of the week they are available discourage you from opening up your heart to 
hear. 

*  Don’t be trapped in a box.  It doesn’t have to be a formal church service.  Think outside the box 
and create an opportunity for your people to intermingle with the missionaries and catch some of 
their passion for Christ’s mission. 

Is having a missionary come speak to your church important?  Let the statistics speak for 
themselves.  You may have seen this before but it’s worthy of sharing again. 

When does God call people to long-term missionary service?  

 21% were called to missions as a result of a missions education service in their local church  
 20% felt God calling them after listening to missionary speakers  
 19% were called because of their own family's missions vision and conversations  
 10% heard God's call through reading books by or about missionaries 

-- Terry Read, missionary and missions professor 

 

Next time you hear a missionary is coming, don’t wait for the NMI Council to contact you.  Be 
the first to schedule them to come as a deputy of all missionaries and share their stories of the 

mission with you. 

 

Missionaries Coming this Fall 

 

 

Floyd Cunningham 

 
Missionary at Asia Pacific 
Nazarene Theological Seminary 
 
Sept. 25 Cheyenne 
Sept. 26 Casper 
Sept. 27 Pavilion – Paskel’s Place 
Sept. 28 Sunnyside Kinnear 
Sept. 29 Billings 
Sept. 30 Laurel 
Oct. 1   Missoula 
Oct. 2  Pablo / Polson 

 
 

 

 

 

David and Rhonda Ackerman  
and Shan 

 
Missionaries from Guam 
 
Oct. 2, 3 Great Falls 
Oct. 4  Lewistown 
Oct. 5  Havre 
Oct. 6  Poplar 
Oct. 7  Sidney 
Oct. 8  Billings 
Oct. 9  a.m. Laurel 
Oct. 9  p.m. Sheridan 
Oct. 10 Sheridan 
Oct. 11 Wind River 

Oct. 12  Cheyenne 
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Wind River Christmas Project                    Bryce Roberts II 

   
This past Christmas our district NMI wanted reach out to the 
families of Wind River COTN. A list of families was provided 
– 17 family units of 56 individuals. Thirteen churches and 3 
families opted to sponsor one family and send the gifts to 
the church in Wind River. Here are some photos of the night 

the families received these gifts. 

 

 
Approved Mission Specials 

 
Total  $ Amount 

Given 

 
No. of Churches 

Participating 

Memorial Roll 225 1 

Distinguished Service Award 125 1 

Missionary Health Care 205 3 

Alabaster 25,723 23 

Links 1390 6 

World Mission Broadcast 2042 9 

Missionary Christmas 400 2 

Nazarene Compassionate Min 25,632 24 

Deputation 28,038 15 

Jesus Film Partners 4935 7 

Child Sponsorship 23,822 20 

Vacation Bible School 324 2 

Field Specials (Kudjip Hospital) 5529 1 
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Mission Call Coordinator Report 
 

This year I did my best to connect with those who are called to mission in our local 
churches as well as encourage churches to invest in those who are called. A call to 
mission is encouraged and fostered as churches pray for missionaries, the mission 
field, as well as praying for those who are called to mission.  
That call is also nourished as churches find ways to utilize those who are called to 
mission in various mission endeavors of the local church and the district.  
 
Below is the list of those who have been called to mission on our district. This list is 
compiled based upon the local NMI President’s report. If you are aware of someone 
who is called to mission, but is not on this list, please email 
pastormatthewconnally@gmail.com.  
 
 

Our district would love to have the most accurate list of 
those who are called so that we can be in prayer for 
them and so we can find ways, together, to encourage 
their call to mission. Please, be in prayer for the 
following people that God would nurture and grow their 
call to mission.  
 
Also, be praying for their churches that God would 
continue to work through that church and call others to 
mission and that the church would be able to mentor 
that call.  
 
 
 

Lastly, if you are called to mission and have not told anyone, I encourage you to tell 
someone. We want to celebrate your call and be in prayer for you! 
 
  Name   Church 
  Jonathan Holien     Kalispell 
  Caidon Tygart     Laurel 
  Vesper Krantz     Pablo 
  Malachi Connally     Pablo 
  Michael Reinke     Whitefish 
  Allison Kissack  Casper 
          
Respectfully Submitted,          
 Matthew Connally 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

2 Timothy 1:9  

Who saved us and 

called us to a holy 

calling, not because of 

our works but because 

of his own purpose and 

grace, which he gave us 

in Christ Jesus before 

the ages began, 

 

Isaiah 6:8 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 

send? And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

 

mailto:pastormatthewconnally@gmail.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1%3A9&version=ESV
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ENCOURAGING CHILDREN AND YOUTH  

 
I truly believe our children and teens are our future in continuing to bring the gospel whether 

it be here in the homeland or in another country where language and customs differ from ours. 

 

Years ago when I was “daytime mom” to seven children ages 2 weeks through kindergarten I 

gathered them together and read the Children’s Missionary Books to them.   I know one of 

those children answered the call to Missions.  My Grandaughter, Bethany who will be sharing 

her testimony.  

 

My report today actually begins with our fourth Sunday of the month when LaDonna 

Pickennpaugh  presents Missions to the Children .  She is amazing!   The children feel they 

are right there working alongside the missionaries by the time the hour is over. 

 

Another area our Missionary President, Evelyn Westlake,  does an incredible job is with the 

Crisis Care Kits. Just one important area involving Missions. My Great Grandson, Killian 

McCall was one of the first of the Teens to shop and fill his bag.  Mission awareness again! 

 

Let me begin with those who have answered the call and are dear to me.  First I will start with 

Kim Nichols who in my teen group in our McCall, ID. Church. 

     
         
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the time I became a Christian, I felt like it was part of being Christian to love others. In 
ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜƴǎŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƴǳŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅ άŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎέ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ  I went on my first short term cross-
cultural trip to Mexico, where I left a part of my heart in Mexico City, and went on my first 
urban mission trips, where I left part of my heart in Los Angeles.    
 
Lƴ Ƴȅ ƳƛŘ нлΩǎΣ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΧ L 
presumed youth ministry. I spent over a decade as a volunteer and paid pastor in youth 
ministry, and then I began to wonder if maybe I would be the lead pastor of a church 
ǎƻƳŜŘŀȅΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΣέ L ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ 9Ř bichols, another pastor.    
          
We served a local church together for five years, when God clearly called Ed to serve in 
Guatemala.  DƻŘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ŀǎ L ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ Dƭƻōŀƭ aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ άL 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ missionary, but I am called to be missional wherever I am.  To 
ǉǳƻǘŜ WƻƘƴ ²ŜǎƭŜȅΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦΩέ  We have fallen in love with the Guatemalan 
people and look forward to what God will do next. 
 
If I could say anything to young folks seeking to foƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άŦƻƭƭƻǿέ ŀƴŘ άǘǊǳǎǘ 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ 
think it will, but it will be better than you ever imagined.   
 

Kim and Ed Nichols serving in Guatemala.  God tapped Kim 

on the shoulder after she taught several years clearly calling 

her to become a pastor. Most recently, he spoke clearly from 

Isaiah 6:8 ñWhom shall I send?  Who will go for us?ò  It was 

again to the Lord.  Send me. 
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Monte stood among the teens that night praying God would call some teens to missions.  As he 
ǇǊŀȅŜŘΣ ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ DƻŘ ǎŀȅΣ άL ǿŀƴǘ you ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅΦέ  aƻƴǘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ά!Ƴ L ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǘŜŜƴǎΚ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ¸ƻǳ ǊƛƎƘǘΗέ  IŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  
ά L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ YƛŘǎ DƻŘΦέ   ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚέ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘhe conclusion 

ǘǊǳƭȅ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƘƛƳΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƭƭ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƛŘŜŀ.                                                                                 
 
Monte called a friend at Nazarene World Mission and soon we received a missionary application.  As 
we sat down to fill out the papers I was struggling.  When Monte asked what was wrong I told him I 
understood God calling him, but not sure He was calling me.  We had just moved back to ID. from 
Kansas City where we had lived for eight years.  I was close to family again and was in no hurry to 
ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅΦ  aƻƴǘŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎΣ άDƻŘ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦέ  ²Ŝ Ǉǳǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ 
paperwork.  I was relieved.  No more talk about missions.          
                                                                                                                                                                               
A few  weeks later during our annual retreat with our teens,  God started talking to me. He asked me 
why I was holding on so tightly to things. Things I had said I had given to Him.  My home, my friends, 
my family. Did I remember that I had promised to give Him everything, to follow Him wherever He 
lead me? I spent that evening talking with God and when we returned home I told Monte that I felt 
that God was calling us to missions.  So we pulled out the paperwork and started the process.  Was I 
scared?  Yes!  But I knew that this was what God had called us to and I knew He was going before us 
and would be with us the whole way.          
                              
Our Missionary journey has taken us to Johannesburg, South Africa where Monte served as the Africa 
Region NYI Coordinator; to Miami, Florida ς the location of the Caribbean Regional Office, to be the 
Caribbean Region NYI Coordinator; and to Guatemala City, Guatemala, to be the Mesoamerica 
Region Discipleship Coordinator ς the Mesoamerica Region consists of Mexico, Central America and 
the Caribbean.   LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΗ  {ǳǊŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘough at times, but God has always 
been with us.       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
It was hard to see my 12 year old daughter cry for 3 days straight with her best friend when we were 
leaving South Africa.  But it was amazing to see God work out all the details so that we could adopt 
our youngest daughter from South Africa.  It was hard to see my 16 year old son struggle to leave his 
Miami High School to move to Guatemala for his last 2 years of high school and leave behind his 
friends and his love of marching band.  But was wonderful to have a Christian Missionary School for 
Ƴȅ ǘǿƻ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƛƴ DǳŀǘŜƳŀƭŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ 
experienced God working in our lives in so many ways over the years.  He has amazing prepared us 
each step of the way, always providing us with ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ    
              .               
God has worked in the lives of all of us to help us through the difficult times.  And God has given us 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ 
missionaries.  Things like spending time in Kruger National Park in South Africa and seeing the 
amazing animals that God has created; working alongside others to build a church in the Dominican 
Republic, exploring the Mayan ruins of Tikal National Park in Guatemala, along with so many others. 

                                                    
.                

Bethany and Monte Cyr serving in the Mesoamerican Region 

Church of the Nazarene.  They responded to the call when a 

Missionary came to Boise First Church where they were Youth 

Pastors.  I remember them sharing while having lunch with 

Bethanyôs parents during District Assembly at  Nampa First 

Church.  It was 1994.   
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Lǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǎŎŀǊȅΚ LǘΩǎ always scary to face the unknown.  Is it difficult? At times, but life is 
difficult no matter where you live. Would you do it all over again?  YES!  God has always been with us, 
giving us what we need when we need it.  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜment or a new 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ά¦Φ{Φέ ƛǘŜƳ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴΦ 
I thank God for his constant presence in my life and for the amazing experiences he has orchestrated 
in our lives.The earliest memory I ƘŀǾŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǊƻǿ ǳǇΚέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƎŜ рΦ                                  .                           

Missionaries came to our church and the Holy Spirit spoke to my heart and said that I was meant to 
ōŜ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅΦ  {ƻ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ L ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ Ƴȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣέ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅΦέ  
 
When I was in HS I went to General Assembly in Texas with my mom, grandma, and a friend from 
church.  During the Missionary part there was a call from the General Missionary President to go up 
to the front and pick up the cross if anyone felt called to the ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 
describe the push God put on my heart to go to the front and pick up a small wooden cross that 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 
life.         
                                                                                                         
 Now life has happened and although I still feel called to mission work, my mission field has shifted 
from overseas to domestic and short mission trips.  I have been able to go to Kenya, Malawi, Zambia, 
El Salvador, Viet Nam and China for short term mission trips.  (China was one traveling with a group 
from NNU to learn the culture).  I teach graduate nursing students and implement faith and 
spirituality intƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜŀƭ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 
component of healing.  My children are adopted and we are able to raise these two beautiful children 
in the church and fill them with a desire to serve God.                              
 
So yes, although I am not a full time missionary in another country overseas, God has blessed me with 
my family and the ability to serve Him on our mission field here in the US.  Every now and then He 
blesses me with the opportunity to serve Him in another country as well.    
                                                              
I thank God for my parents and grandparents who supported and encouraged me along the way.  
bŜǾŜǊ ƻƴŎŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛǎǎǳŀŘŜ ƳŜΦ  bŜǾŜǊ ƻƴŎŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻuld really consider this career 
ǇŀǘƘΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƛǘǎ ǘǿƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƳŜΦ  L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΦ                                     
        
 So THANK YOU God, mom, dad, Grandma Barb and Grandpa Ron.  God has been there for me in 
everything I do and every decision I have made.  Good or bad, He has been there to help me or pick up 
the pieces and get me back on track. Mom, Dad, Grandma, and Grandpa ςyour example and your 
support has been pivotal in my life and career choices.  I am blessed!  
 

Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of the District NMI Council this year representing 
Children and Youth. 
~ Barbara Clapp 

  

Bethany Mello called to be a missionary at age 5.                                                                              

 

I would have to say my mom was a great influence as far as 

Missions.  She loved having missionaries visit our church.  

Missions was a natural part of my life in growing up.  I always 

looked forward to anything that had to do with missions. 
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District NMI President’s Challenge for 2022-23 

     JoAnn Hirning 

 

My challenge to you this coming 
convention year of 2022-23, is to 
“Therefore GO”.   
 
Matthew 28:19 “Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.” 

 

 

When Jesus says “Therefore Go”– He is sending us on a mission with others to “be 
Jesus” to those around us .. to make Christlike disciples. He is sending us to love 
others, to bless others, to show mercy – to visibly demonstrate the gospel. So we 
can’t stay where we are. We have to go.  

We need to put on spiritual glasses so we can start to see the world as God sees it. 
We need those spiritual glasses to have bifocal lenses, so we can see those close to 
us who are in need as well as those in far off places. We need to start seeing the 
world with Christ’s love and compassion. 

Bob Pierce, World Vision and Samartian’s Purse founder, wrote” "Let my heart be 
broken with the things that break God's heart"  He was moved to action by the 
poverty he saw in Africa. 

Wouldn’t that be a good prayer for us as well. “Dear God, Let our hearts be broken by 
the things that break your heart.” Then let us to stirred to respond to the needs of 
those around us. 

“Christ has no body on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours. 
Yours are the eyes through which Christ’s compassion for the world is to look 
out; yours are the feet with which He is to go about doing good; and yours are 
the hands with which He is to bless us now.”    These words are attributed to 
Teresa of Avila .. a Roman Catholic nun and Saint of the 16th century and yet 
they are still so true today 500 years later. 

 

We are the hands and feet and eyes of Christ. 

We have been given a mission to accomplish. 

Let us not delay.  Let us Therefore Go.  

 


