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Alabaster Offering
The Alabaster Offering gets to the mission field in a variety of ways. The most widely used is the
Alabaster Box. Individuals are challenged to regularly contribute the cost of items they desire but
do not need. The boxes also serve as reminders to pray for those people who will benefit from
Alabaster buildings. Individuals can also give by going onto the https://nazarene.org/alabaster
site.
September and February are the traditional months the money is collected. However many
churches receive Alabaster offerings throughout the year. This is often a part of the Faith
Promise plan for missions giving .
Alabaster funds are to be used for new churches to:
• Purchase a property or church building
• Purchase or build a church parsonage
• Build a church building
• Conversion of a property into a church gathering space
• Meet initial costs for renting a church meeting space for a limited period
Alabaster funds may also be used to:
 Purchase or build missionary homes
 Purchase or build regional or field missions facilities
 Build or repurpose buildings on Bible college campuses

ALABASTER FAST FACTS


Alabaster is a soft mineral that can be
carved into shapes. It resembles marble,
but is translucent, and can be easily
damaged. During ancient times, it was
often shaped into something that would
hold perfume or oil that has been used in
traditional medicine or religious
ceremonies. Because the alabaster was
so delicate, and the oil came from plants
grown far away, they would be considered
very costly.



In 1948, Rev. Elizabeth Vennum, Global
NMI Council member, was asked to think
and pray about a challenging project for
NMI. Her project became the Alabaster
Offering we know today.



The Alabaster offering, she said, was
God’s idea modeled after the sacrifice of
the woman who anointed Jesus’ head with expensive perfume poured from an alabaster jar
(Matthew 26:6-13). She gave something she didn’t need, because of her love for Jesus.



At the 1949 Global Council meeting, the plan was unanimously adopted, and the first offering
was received later that year. The Board of General Superintendents approved the plan for
Alabaster funds to be used exclusively for buildings and properties in cross-cultural ministries.



As of 2019, more than US$117.5 million had been given to Alabaster, an increase of US$2.54
million, or1.55% over the previous year, resulting in almost 10,000 projects for
churches/chapels, Bible schools/school buildings, mission/district centers, hospitals/clinics,
missionaries’/national workers’ homes, and properties.



Rocky Mountain District giving to Alabaster Offering:




2019-20 23 churches gave $18,550.54
2020-21 22 churches gave $18,579.74
2021-22 23 churches gave $25,723.18

Giving to the Alabaster Offering is one of the requirements to be a Mission Priority One church, along with
giving at least 5.5% of reported income to World Evangelism Fund, praying for the needs of the global church
and praying for and supporting global and sent missionaries, and encouraging children and youth in missions.

DEPUTATION OFFERINGS support the missionary and their work in the mission field.
Be generous. Be sacrificial in your giving. Be sure your offering gets to the missionary
in a timely manner.

Host Churches
If your church took a deputation
offering for Dr. Kwon, please be
sure to send it in to his deputation
account at Global, through the
General Treasurer. This can be
done by mailing a check or online
via Funding the Mission or on his
Nazarene.org profile page.

Are you ready for these missionaries’ home assignment visits to your church?
Don’t wait until the last minute. Plan and Prepare.
Dr. David and Rhonda Ackerman
With Daughter Shan
Missionaries from Guam

2022 Nazarene Fast Facts


The Church of the Nazarene ministers in 164 world areas.



In 2021, there were 492 missionaries originating from 63 world areas, serving in 91 countries. Of these
missionaries, 336 served as global deployed and 156 were sponsored deployed. Last year, there were 50
new missionary deployments. Within these missionary families, there are 306 missionary kids.
The number of Nazarene churches grew to 30,610 churches with 2.67 million members, an increase of 1.01
percent from last year.*




In 2020, there were 494 districts around the world, with 30,459 credentialed clergy.*



51 educational institutions, including graduate seminaries/theological colleges, 13 liberal arts
colleges/universities, 30 undergraduate seminaries/theological/Bible colleges, 2 nurses training
colleges, 1 teacher training college, and 1063 education centers (extension) had a 2021
combined enrollment of 47,997 students globally.*



393 retired missionaries received benefits through the Global Missions Pension Plan for the 2020-2021 fiscal
year. NMI membership was 1,001,381, with 18,916 organized local NMIs.



JESUS Film Harvest Partners (JFHP), raising $3.67 million, reports that World Evangelism Fund (WEF)
helped provide infrastructure for 914 JFHP teams to share God’s love. In 2020–2021, the teams
reported 1.6 million evangelistic contacts. Of these contacts, 480,222 indicated decisions for
Christ with 310,633 initial discipleship follow-ups. The teams started 9,717 preaching points in 2021.
NMI and others partnered with local churches to help raise US $37.5 million through the World Evangelism
Fund during the 2020-2021 fiscal year. Churches globally gave US $29.9 million for Approved Mission
Specials.





In 2021, 95 districts gave 5.5 percent of their income and beyond to the World Evangelism Fund (53 of
which were from regions other than the US/Canada region). WEF giving beyond 5.5 percent helps open
new work, sustains works opened in recent years, and helps send new missionaries that God calls.1



Missionary Health Care provided US $457,915 in medical assistance for Nazarene missionaries, through
offerings, Memorial Roll gifts, and Distinguished Service Award gifts.**



Nazarenes gave US $292,638 to World Mission Broadcast (WMB), providing radio, television, and Internet
programs to share the gospel globally.



Nazarenes gave US $3.78 million in deputation offerings for missionaries. “NMI has all 6 regions participating
in Links, contributing $183,821, and creating personalized connections between local churches, districts, and
missionaries around the world. Each connection is vital in continuing to share about the impact of missions.



Nazarenes gave US $2.29 million for Alabaster, to fund construction projects in 2021. The Alabaster Offering
is used in all six global regions.** No Alabaster funds are used for administrative costs.



International Student Scholarship Fund (NMI 80th Anniversary project) provided 79 scholarships for
students outside the USA/Canada to attend Nazarene theological institutions.



NMI partnered with Nazarene Compassionate Ministries to give more than US $5.7 million, for disaster
response and compassion projects around the world and to support 11,236 children through Child
Development Centers and Pastor’s Kid programs.**



NMI assisted Work & Witness in raising approximately US $664,502.

Kids Camp
Engaging and Encouraging Children and Youth
Daryll and Verna Stanton, former missionaries to Africa region were the
missionary speakers at Kids Camp this year. The Stanton served in many
different African countries and shared many stories and experiences with
the campers. They even taught them some words and phrases in a tribal
language. Thank you Stantons for sharing your stories.

ARE YOU FEELING A CALL TO THE MISSION FIELD? TALK TO YOUR PASTOR AND
LOCAL NMI PRESIDENT, AND SEND YOUR NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION TO
pastormatthewconnally@gmail.com

PRAY FOR ALL THOSE IN OUR
DISTRICT CHURCHES WHO ARE FEELING
A CALL TO THE MISSION FIELD… MANY
ARE YOUNG ADULTS AND SOME ARE
STILL YOUTH… nurture them, support
them, strengthen them.
12

Don’t let anyone look down on
you because you are young, but set an
example for the believers in speech, in
conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.
1 Timothy 4: 12

Workers help restore flood damaged home
Rev. James Johnson spoke with Kathy in Edgar MT.
Her whole property and her house was flooded with
about 8 inches of water in the house on the main level.

Name

Church

With a neighbor‘s help she was able to rescue her
livestock and get them to a neighbor’s place. She lost all
of her chickens except for three. She indicated that she
would need help pulling out the carpet and lifting the
furniture up off the floor.

Jonathan Holien

Kalispell

Caidon Tygart

Laurel

Ryan Ankle-Rond

Laurel

A big shout out to those who showed up to help clean
out Kathy‘s house and repair some of the flood damage.
Thank you to all those who gave so generously at the
NMI NDI convention luncheon offering as a portion of
the funds was used to help restore Kathy’s home.

Samuel Johnson

Laurel

Vesper Krantz

Pablo

Malachi Connally

Pablo

Michael Reinke

Whitefish

Julia Hagemeister

Whitefish

Allison Kissack

Casper

Tia Alread

Victor

Thanks to Joe, James, Darrell, Timothy, Titus,
Cameron, Ben, and two hardy workers from New Hope,
Hezekiah and Josiah. They pulled up sodden carpet,
carpet, saturated padding, pulled out sheet rock and
insulation that was wet, waded through mud, moved
furniture and blessed Kathy. It reminded James of that
old song “Make me a blessing to someone today.” They
were!
Photo shows only a few of the ones who came out to
help. Thank you also to all the other workers and to
those who prayed for the victims of the flooding.

Jennifer Hammonds Laurel

Here am I,
send me?

Send your support to their deputation accounts by check to the
General Treasurer, on Funding the Mission website, or go to
Missionary Profiles (nazarene.org) and find them there.. use the
GIVE option.

https://nazarene.org/who-we-are/organization/ministries/nazarene-missions-international/nmi-resources/nmi-central

IF YOU HAVE NOT SIGNED UP TO RECEIVE YOUR WEEKLY EDITION OF NMI CENTRAL,
THEN YOU ARE MISSING OUT ON SOME VALUABLE INFORMATION ON COUNTRIES
AROUND THE GLOBE AND HOW GOD IS MOVING AND WORKING THERE THROUGH THE
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE. CLICK ON THE LINK ABOVE AND SIGN UP.

Come join your global family
as we celebrate that

JESUS IS
LORD
9-16 JUNE 2023
INDIANAPOLIS
Click on the link below for the full schedule

Schedule | General Assembly 2023 (nazarene.org)

Nazarene Missions International Convention
April 2023 – Online Sessions Only (dates to be announced)
June 9 – 12, 2023 – Online sessions and in-person in Indianapolis
All NMI delegates participating in-person in Indianapolis should arrive on Thursday, 8 June 2023 for
registration, which will begin Friday morning, 9 June 2023. The convention will begin at 1 p.m. on
Friday, 9 June and will conclude at noon on Monday, 12 June 2023.
The plenary sessions will include prayer, updates from the regions, plans for the future, election
results, and legislative action. It will be a time of inspiration, information, and conducting business.
The convention sessions in Indianapolis will be overlapping and interspersed with General Assembly
plenary and committee meetings. It is possible to be a General Assembly delegate and an NMI
convention delegate.

June 22 – 24, 2023
Ramada Plaza, Sheridan WY
More details to come so stay tuned.

UPCOMING EVENTS
September Monthly Emphasis – Alabaster
Sept 5

(12th, 19th, 26th) Partners in Prayer for Pastors at Noon

Sept 9, 10

Special Needs Training (at Laurel COTN)

Sept 25

Floyd Cunningham Home Assignment Tour begins in our district

Sept 30

(to Oct 2) District Women’s Retreat at Abba’s Haven

October

Monthly Emphasis – Mission Priority One & 10-40 Window

Oct 2

Dr. David & Rhonda Ackerman, and daughter Shan start their tour of RMD

Oct 3

(10th, 17th, 24th, 31st) Partners in Prayer for Pastors every Monday at Noon

Oct 10

Columbus Day (USA) and Thanksgiving Day (Canada)

Oct 13-16

Regional NYI – The Call Conference

November Monthly Emphasis – Thank Offering (World Evangelism Fund / Faith Promise) and
Special Prayer for International Day of Prayer
Nov. 4 – 6

PK Retreat .. Churches please make sure your Pastor’s Kids get an opportunity to
attend this retreat – geared especially for them.

Nov. 6

Daylight Savings Ends

Nov. 7

(14th, 21st, 28th) Partners in Prayer for Pastors

Nov. 8

Election Day

Nov. 11

Veteran’s Day

Nov. 24

Thanksgiving Day

December Monthly Emphasis – Nazarene Compassionate Ministries
Dec. 5

(12, 19, 26th) Partners in Prayer for Pastors every Monday at noon.

Dec. 21

First day of winter

Dec. 25

Christmas Day

Dec. 26

Boxing Day (Canada)

